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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
wee ~~ 
THe EXTERNAL EVIDENCES OF THE 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


CHAPTER I. 

Tue Christian Religion arose in Ju- 
dea during the reign of Tiberius Cesar 
—Its founder, Christ, was put to death 
by Pontius Pilate, the Roman procura- 
tor of that Province—The Religion was 
immediately afterwards preached with 
success in the same country. 





The existence of Christ, his being 
the founder of the religion which bears 
his name, and his ignominious death, 
as well as the time of his appearance, 
are circumstances in which the Jews 
and Christians have always agreed,— 
but our most material and decisive evi- 
dence upon thishead, is derived from 
Pagan history—the well known tes- 
mony of Lacitus,* who about se- 
venty years after Christ’s death, des- 
cribed the persecution of the Christians 
at Rome by the emperor Nero, which 
took place thirty years after that event, 
goes to the full length of our proposi- 
tion “To put an end therefore, to this 
report,” (of his having ordered the city 
to be. set on fire) he (Nero,) laid the 
guilt, and inflicted the most cruel pu- 
nishments, upon a set of persons, who 
were called by the vulgar, Christians. 
The founder of that name was Christ, 
who suffered death in the reign of [i- 
berius Cesar, under his procurator 
Pontius Pilate. This pernicious super- 
stition, thus checked for awhile, burst 
forth again, and spread not only over 
Judea, but through Rome also.” ‘This 
succinct account of the origin and pro- 
gress of Christianity from a heathen, 
and an adversary, though he is mani- 
festiy ignorant of its nature and ten- 
dency, accurately agrees, as to facts, 
with the Christian account of the same 
transactions. , 

Suetonius, an historian contemporary 
with Tacitus, and who confirms the ac- 


eee ee 


* Facit. Hist. lib. xi. 44. 





count of this perseetion, 
“that in the reign of Cliudius, the 
Jews made disturbances at Rome. 
Christus* being their leader ;+”’ which 
though of more obscure testimony, is 
of some value ; since while it evidently 
betrays the ignorance of the writer, as 
to the minute circumstances of the fact, 
it lends a proof of the first preachers of 
the religion being Jews, and of its con- 
nection with the name of a person call- 
ed Christ. 

Pliny the Younger, about the same 
time, in his memorable letter to the 
Emperor Trajan} describing the con- 
duct of the Christians in his province 
( Bithynia and Pontus,) says, ‘ that 
they met together on a stated day, and 
sung among themselves a hymn to 
Christ, as to a God.” 

These two last evidences are men- 
tioned, as they in some measure con- 
firm the more extcusive and decisix 
testimony of Tacitus: and when we 
add to them, that no other founder of 
Christianity than Christ, no other place 
than Judea, no other time of its origin 
than the reign of Tiberius, no other 
death of its founder, than that of a ma- 
efactor, and no other account of the reli- 
gion than that which is here given, has 
ever been brought forward, by either 
Pag. ins, Jews, Sectaries, or Infidels ; 
but that, on the contrary, they all seve. 
rally contribute to confirm and esta- 
blish this account, the incontrovertible- 
ness of this part of my argument must 
be inevitably assented to. 

Tue Exrernat Evipences OF THE 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


CHAPTER II. 


Tu» state of the world at the promul- 
gation of Christianity, after the death of 
its founder, prev ented every ire Fi 
its success,—notwithstanding which, 


* The name of Christ was frequently writ- 
ten by the heathens in this manner. See Ter- 
tullian, Apol. ciii. and Lactantius, Divin. Inst. 
lib.iv.c. 7. t+ Suet. Claud, c. 25. 

+ Phin. pis. lib. x, 97. 
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mentions, | 

















so6m prevailed, and continued to prevail, 
in a imost wondertul degree. 





Christianity was not proposed in times 
of darkness, or among savage and bar- 
barous nations,—it was not seconded 
by the influence of, and authority of 
great potentates, or propagated at the 
head of a victorious army. The very 
reverse of all this was the case. When 
it appeared, the whole known world 
was by conquest connected with Rome, 
which was at that time in its full zenith 
of literary, as weil as political splendor. 
We are therefore able, not only to esti- 
mate and comprehend the prejudices 
and opinions of the principal nations 
of which it was composed, but the te- 
nets, — and character, of almost 
every sect of philosophy and religion 
are accurately known to us. 

Christiavity was, we have seen, first 
preached among the Jews. The Jews 
were in expectation of some great tem- 
poral deliverer, and their hopes and 
prejudices upon ‘this head are manifest, 
trom Pagan as well as from their own 
writers.* ‘The founder of Christiani- 
ty laid claim to be the deliverer really 
pointed out by their Sacred Writings, + 
he was put to death by the ruling par- 
ty at Jerusalem. 

Can any possible situation of affairs 
afford a more threatning aspect to a new 
sect, than natural disappointment end- 
ing in persecution? At present, we 


take no credit for the authenticity of 


our histories, in which these facts are 
afirmed in the most extensive sense: 
but, from Jewish and Pagan testimony 
alone, it is evident that the early 
preachers of Christianity had to con. 
tend with prejudices backed with pow- 
er, with the prejudices of an obstinate 
peuple ,and with the power of a bigotted 
and resentful priesthood. 
To be continued, 





* See the end of chapter v. 

+t This circumstance is not to be doubted: 
it is admitted by Celsus, Yorphyry, and Ju- 
lian, and indeed is the foundation of these ar- 
guments. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


Mr. Epiror, 


The following dialogue on the bene- 
ficial influence of a belief in Christianity, 
was occasioned by a few friends regu- 
larly assembling themselves for, tual, 
instruction, agreeably to the difeetio 
of Paul, 1 ‘Cor. xiv. 31. The question 
they considered, was, ** Will a belief in 
Christianity necessarily produce a con- 
formity of action to its principles?” This 
was esteemed an important though at 
the same time, rather a difficult point 
to determine. But the sentiments ge- 
nerally in the course of the debate were 
those in substance as follows :— 

A. I have lately exercised my mind 
on this interesting question, and have 
drawn the conclusion that a firm belief 
in Christianity will necessarily produce 
a conformity of action to its principles. 

I.. What do you mean by a firm be- 
lief in Crhistianity. 

A. By a firm belief in Christianity I 
mean the assent of minds to the truth of 
that system from a comprehensive view 
of its evidences and principles. 

‘L, I perfeetly agree to your defini- 
tion, but allow me to ask, do you believe 
that no persons have firmly believed in 
Christianity, who have acted in opposi- 
tion to its principles? 

A. Certainly not, Paul, Peter, Bar- 
nabas and Judas, were no doubt, firm 
believers m Christianity, yet its prin- 
ciples did not at alltimes regulate their 
conduct, but their deviation therefrom 
originated from circumstances which 
were opposed to the influence of. their 
professions. 

I. How then can you give them the 
credit of being firm believers in Chris- 
tianity. 

If you are acquainted with the 
nature of the human mind, you must 
be aware of its liability to freqdent ma- 
terial and various changes. At one pe- 
riod, it may be perfectly alive to its in- 
terest, at another, absorbed in stupor 
and forgetfulness ; if the mind were 
always the same, the conduct would be 
so too ; for this obvious reason, every 
act is attended with a previous con- 
sultation of the mind, and according to 
its inclinations, (which can only arise 
therefrom,) so will be our conduct. 


L. Then, friend, I apprehend you 
consider that if a man firmly believes in 
Christianity, and yet acts in opposition 











to its principles he cannot at the same 
time, be a believer in that system. 

A. Certainly not. 

L. Then I presume, he must be a dis- 
believer, and surely such mental chan- 
ges are as impossible, as travelling from 


fone end of the earth to the other ina 


minute of time. 

A. The change is not exactly as you 
represent it, we are not compelled to 
believe or disbelieve. I may, for ex- 
ample, at one time believe that I ought 
to act more economically, and that so 
doing would considerably improve my 
condition in life ; but, if after this I be- 
come extravagant, will it follow, that I 
shall disbelieve the advantages of eco- 
nomical living—surely, all that could 
be concluded would be, that at the time 


‘|of my falling into this error, the rea- 


sons for such opinion would not equally 
exist as when I first formed it, and con- 
sequently such conduct would result 
solely from ignorance, (which indeed 
is the cause of all error,) but which 
would have been obviated by the recol- 
lection of my former reasoning relative 
thereto. 

L. But I see not how it is possible 
that a thing well understood can so 
easily be forgotten. 

A. Unquestionably, in proportion as 
a thing is well understood it will be 
well remembered; but how few are 
those persons who well understand the 
principles and evidences of Christiani- 
ty ; and those must surely see it so 
much to their interest, on such occa- 
sions, to allow their conduct to be regu- 
lated thereby, that their minds will 
without hesitation recoil at every cir- 
cumstance which may be opposed to 
to its teachings, and consistency of ac- 
tion or Christian rectitude must follow 
as a necessary effect. 


L. But, surely you cannot be justified 
in calling i in question, the reality or sin- 
cerity of any one’s firm belief in Chris- 
tianity, when you sce he has given the 
clearest evidence of its truth, and has 
declared his assent thereto. 


A. But, my friend, this would only 
be presumptive evidence in favour of 
the reality, or sincerity of belief, and 
the profession ought not to be treated 
with the least respect, when the conduct 
is not influenced thereby; as actions 
speak louder than words, they must be 
the best criterion for forming an opi- 
nion on this point. ‘The tree is known 
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only by its fruits, and if it is indisputa. 
ble, as I esteem it to be, that our aciions 
are invariably the result of those ideas 
we have uppermost in our minds, it 
must follow, that a constant firm belief 
in Christianity will produce an uninter. 
rupted conformity of action to its prin. 
ciples. Permit me to ask, of what utilit 
would a constant firm belief otherwise 
be? or what encouragement could wise 
and judicious parents feel, forinstructing 
and improving the minds of their child. 
ren, if their moral conduct were equal. 
ly involved in doubt and uncertainty? 
And would it not, I pray, seem almost 
& contradiction in terms, to say that a 
person has a constant clear understand. 
ing of, and a firm belief in all the sub- 
lime and beautiful truths of Christianity, 
and yet is, without exception, the-most 
vile and corrupt character in existence, 
If indeed such a being could exist. 
The opinion, I should decidedly enter- 
tain of him, would simply be, that the 
man has true and just ideas, but he nei- 
ther sees, nor feels their value. He may 
possibly have got them by rote, rather 
than by patient and diligent investiga- 
tion; and consequently, they may be 
to him merely words without sense, but 
most certainly this circumstance would 
render the clearness of his views fens 
than they would otherwise have been 
but I grant, if his views were perfectly 
clear to himself invariaby, the reality of 
his constant belief would be unques- 
tionable, but as his vicious deportment 
can only eminate from corrupt and false 
ideas, it is surely morally impossible, 
that his views of Christianity can inva- 
riably be perfectly clear, or his beliet 
unifogymly real and deserving the name 
of sincerity. 


L. I will allow that actions speak 
louder than words, and that they re- 
sult from those ‘ideas we have upper- 
most in our minds; but, the question 
necessary for consideration, is, whether 
a person who firmly believes in Chris- 
tianity, is capable of such a total or ma- 
terial change of ideas. 


A. I have already treated a little on 
this pomt, but as you have not received 
complete satisfaction thereon, I will 
further attempt to confirm the position. 
As a case by which to try this question, 
you will allow, that we are all desirous 
of immediate and permanent happiness; 
and as Christians, we firmly believe 
that we shall obtain this state, by a re- 
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gular Conformity to the christian reli- 
gion ; that one of the principles of this 
system is so far opposed to worldly 
grandeur, that according to it, it is 
easier fora camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. If after 
an examination of this remark, we ac- 
cede to its truth, our immediate deter- 
mination would doubtless be to allow 
our conduct to be properly influenced 
and governed thereby ; but should it 
happen hereafter, that we could with 
ease acquire the object this declaration 
stands opposed to, then (notwithstand- 
ing our previous ideas which may be 
forgotten, or their force but super fic ial- 

ly remembered,) how alluring might be 
its possession, the inclination of the 
mind would most proba! ly be bribed 
by it, to violate one of its allowed pro- 
per principles of action; nothing but 
the best possible cultivation of our un- 
derstandings existing under all circum- 
stances will strengthen us in virtue suf- 
ficiently to enable us to rise superior 
to the severest trials. But, my friend, 
the idea, that we shall act consistent 
with Christianity w/z/st our belief in 
that system 1s firm, is as much support- 

ed by Scripture, as itis by reason. In 
the Epistle of John it is said, ** and here- 

by do we know that we know him, (Je- | 

sus) if we keep his commandments, if | 
any say, I know him, and do not keep | 
his commandments, he is alyer and the 

truth is not in him, but whoso kee peth | 
his word, in him verily is the truth .of 
God perfected, hereby know we that 
weare in him:” indeed the general tenor 


of the gospel represents a belief in 


Christianity as being of the utmost be- 

neficial tendency, that by it, you will be 
freed trom condemnation, will obtain | 
remission of sins, and will insure to 
yourself eternal life, but as the mere 
belief cannot be of any avail, unless ac- 

companied with corresponding fruits it 


follows that when belief is thus spoke Dn | 
of, it must be under the idea that it will | 
and perfect our characters. | 


moralize 


But it ought ever to be observed, that 


whilst the Scriptures speak thus favour- 
ably of belief, yet on the other hand, | 
We are cautioned against deceiving our- | 


selves, or being deceived ; it is express- | 
ly enjoined, «“ Let him that standeth take | 


heed, lest he fall.” 
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[ can answer all you have said in a few 
words, does not the Apostle James say 
that faith without work is dead, and is 
not this a clear proof that faith can exist 
without works. | 

Ad, But mark the expression, if it is 
without works it 1s dead, and conse- 
qently the faith he spoke of was mere- 
ly professed, and not real. 

L. I see you are determined not to 
be convinced by my arguiments. 

Yes, when you bring forward fair 
reasoning and sound argument, I hope, 
I shall be convinced ; but till then, my 
friend, I will bid you an affectionate 
farewell. 
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Philadelphia, Monday, June 12th, 1820. 





Tue Beauties oF CALVINISM. 


Extracted from “ Toplady on Predes- 
tination.” page 70—77. 

With respect to the divine wisdom 
and foreknowledge, I shall lay down 
the gia. positions, 
| os. 1. God is, and always was, so 
ety wise, that nothing ever did, 
[or does, or can, elude his knowledge. 
He knew trom all eternity, not only what 
| he himself intended to do, but also what 
‘he would incline or permit others to do. 

Pos. 2. Consequently, God knows 
‘nothing now, nor will know any thing 
| hereafter, which he did not know and 
foresee from everlasting: his foreknow- 
ledge being co-eternal with himself, and 
'extending to every thing that is or shall 
|be done. 

Pos. 3. This foreknowledge of God 
lis not conjectural and uncertain, (for 
‘then it would not be. foreknowledge,) 
jbut most sure and infallible: so that 
i'whatever he foreknows to be future, 
‘shall nece ssarily and undoubtedly come 
to pass. For his knowledge can no 
imore be frustrated, or his wisdom be 
‘deceived, than he can cease to be God. 
| Nay, could either of these be the case, 
jhe actui ily would cease to be God; all 
|mistake and disappointment being ab- 





| 


| 


| solutely incompatible with the divine 
Ing ature. 

| Pos. 4. The influence which the di- 
'vine foreknowledge has on the certain 


'futurition of the things foreknown, does 
| not render the intervention of second 


L. I perceive your observations upon causes needless, nor destroy the nature 
this subject are numerous, but I think |of the things themselves. 
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Pos. 5. God’s forknowledge, taken 
abstractedly, is not the sole cause of be- 
ings and events; but his will and fore- 
knowledge together. 

Pos. 6. Whatever comes to pass, 
comes to pass by virtue of the absolute, 
omnipotent will of God, which is the 
primary and supreme cause of all things. 

Pos. 7. The willof God is so the 
cause of all things, as to be itself with- 
out cause; for nothing can be the cause 
of that, which is the cause of every 
thing. So that the divine will is the ne 
plus ultra of all our enquiries: when 
we ascend to that, Wwe can go no. fur- 
ther. 

There are many other positions to 
which we have little or no objection, 
in themselves considered, but when 
considered in connexion with the fol- 
lowing, they help to show 


The absurdities of Calvinism /] 


Pos. 8. Since, as it was lately ob- 
served, the determining will of God 
being omnipotent, cannot be obstructed 
or made void; it follows, that he never 
did, nor does he now, will that every 
individual of mankind should be saved.* 

Pos. 9. As God doth not will that 
each individual of mankind should be 
saved ; so neither did he will that 
Christ should properly and immediate- 
ly die for each individual of mankind.+ 


Or REPROBATION. 


Pos. God did from all eternity 
decree to leave some of Adam’s fallen 
posterity in their sins, and to exclude 
them from the participation of Christ 
and his benefits. 

Pos. 2. Some men were from all eterni- 
tv, not only negatively excepted from 
a participation of Christ and his salva- 
tion ; but positively ordained to conti- 
nue in their natural blindne ss, hardness 
of heart, &c. and that by the just judg- 
ment ot God! 

Pos. 3. The non-elect were predes- 
tinated, not only to continue in final 
impenitency, sin, and unbelief; but 
were likewise for such their sins, right- 
cously [or wickediy]} appointed to in- 
fernal death hereatter. 

[Of what consequence is it to the non- 
elect, whether they were predestinated 
to continue in Impenitence, sin, and un- 


See 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4. 


+ Heb. ii. 9. 





The words enclosed in brackets are 


added.—LEp. 
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belief, and then, for their sins, appointed 


toinfereal death hereafter ; or whether 
they were first appointed to infernal death 
hereafter, and then, (under a pretence 
of justifying this decree !) predestined to 
continue in impenitence, sin, and unbe- 
lief? In either case, ** infernal death 
hereafter” to the non-clect, would have 
been inevitable !] NG3 

Pos. 4. As the future faith and good 
works of the elect were not the cause 
of their being chosen, so neither were 
the future sins of the reprobate the 
cause of their being passed by; but 
both the-choice of the former, and 
the decretive omission of the latter, 
were owing merely and entirely to the 
sovereign will, and determined plea- 
sure of God. 

[No Comment is necessary. ] 


Pos. 5. God is the creator of the 
wicked, but not of their wickedness: 
he is the author of their being, but not 
the infuser of their sin. [And yet 
he predestinated that they should con- 
tinue in sin and unbelief !] 

Pos. 6. The condemnation of the 
reprobate is necessary and inevitable. 

Pos. 7. The punishment of the non- 
elect was not the end of their creation ; 
but the glory of Goud. 

Pos, 8. Notwithstanding God did 
from all eternity irreversibly’ choose 
out and fix upon some to be partakers 
of salvation by Christ, and rejected the 
rest (who are therefore termed by the 
apostle ¢: acgimos, the refuse, or those that 
remained, and were left out ;) acting in 
both according to the good pleasure of 
his sovereign will: yet he did not 
herein act an unjnst, tyranical, on cruel 
part, nor yetshew himself a respecter of 
persons. 

We shali not pursue this subject 
any further, and perhaps we ought to 
beg pardon ‘of our readers for transcrib- 
ing thus far, sentiments which must 
certainly shock their understandings, 
Our Calvinistic brethren, also, will hard- 
ly forgive us for thus exposing the 
fundamental articles of their creed. 
Now, in view of the whole subject, we 
have but one question to ask ; viz. res- 
pecting the non-elect, if they had been 
created by the most wise, powerful, but 
at the same time, unjust, cruel, and mer- 
ciless tyrant, as it regards their future 
state, would it have been possible for 
them to fare any worse? Is it possible that 
our readers should not see, that the 
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supposition that the continuance of im- 
penitence, sin, and unbelief, either was, 
is now, or ever will be, wecessary to 
promote “the glory of God,” wholly 
defaces the moral character of the De- 
ity? It pre-supposes a principle in 
God which wills the continuance of sin 
and “ infernal death,” for its own sake, 
without any regard to the good or the 
harm which might thereby be done to 
the creature! We agree with our Cal- 
vinistic brethren, that God acts for his 
own glory, as well as for the good of 
his creatures: but then we cannot be- 
lieve that God would even permit, 
much less that his glory should require 
any thing to take place which will ulti- 
mately be to the damage of one of his] 3 
creatures. But if God decreed that 
any should so continue in sin as to ren- 
der it just that they should suffer * in- 
fernal” (by which we understand the 
author to mean eterna/ ) * death,” cer- 
tainly such a decree was infinitely to 
the damage of the sufferers !— and on 
this principle how can it be said that 
the Lord is good to all, and that his 
tender mercies are over a// his works? 
Was there any tender mercy in such a 
decree in regard to the non-elect? and 
are not the non-elect a part of the works 
of God? We close by observing that 
the doctrine here brought into view is 
embraced in, and considered among the 
most fundamental articles of the Ca- 
tholic, the Episcopal, the Presbyterian, 
and all those churches denominated in 
any degree Calvinistic—yea, it is the 
orthodoxy of the day !] 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
ANSWERS 


To the Queries proposed for considera- 
tion, in a notice to Correspondents, 
on page 170. 


1. From their sins. 

2. By his precepts and example. 

3. Salvation from misery, here and 
hereafter, is effected, in proportion to 
the influence, which Christ’s precepts 
and example have in deterring men 
from sinning, 

4. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and 
all others, who believed in the Messiah, 
previously to his appearance on earth 
in the person of Jesus Christ, were and 








are saved from divine vengeance, both 


here and hereafter, in proportion 
their obedience to his precepts and to 
their imitation of his example. 
PRIESTLY, 
These answers which our friend 
RIESTLY” has furnished may be 
very correct, but they appear to us to 
need some enlargement by way of jj. 
lustration; because they seem to lead 
to more questions, such as the follow. 
ing:— 1. If the Divine Being were 
possessed of vengeance towards men 
how is it that he should send us the fa. 
vour of salvation? 2. These answers 
seem to suggest the question, whethe: 
salvation trom sin, and salvation from 
divine vengeance are the same thing? 
They also lead to the question, whe- 
es Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were 
not In this world, and are not now, and 
will not remain to all eternity under 
the divine vengeance, in as great a de- 
gree as they come short of perfect obe- 
dience to the precepts of the Messiah 
and a perfect imitation of his example? 
4. We ask if it be altogether correct to 
speak of Abraham’s imitating the ex- 
ample of Christ who has lived many 
centuries after him. | 
——— 

The Christian Messenger in fu- 
ture will be published on Mondays in- 
instead of Saturdays, which will great- 
ly accommodate the Carrier, who also 
carries the Ladies’ Literary Cabinet, 
published in New York. Every atten- 
tention will be paid to supply those 
with their papers who have been miss- 
ed ; a circumstance hardly avoidable on 
changing the Carrier. 





MARRIED, 
By the right rev. Bishop White, Mr, Jv- 
DAH Dobson to Miss SuSAN PouLson, onl) 
daughter of the Editor of the American Daily 








Advertiser. Also, Mr. Saturnius Des- 
TOUET to Miss Mary MorGan. 
DIED, 


On the 4th inst- Hannan, wife of Edward 
Lownes, in the 24th year of her age. 
Onthe 5th inst. Mr. Jonn Dickson, aged 46. 
On the 7th, Mr. GEorGES. WILSon, mer- 
chant, aged 67. At Frederick- Town, Md. 
Mr, FRANCIs BuneGist, aged 103. Atthe Qua- 
rantine Ground, N. Y. on board the brig Ca- 
lypso, JosEPH BRYAN, Esq. late American Con- 
sul at Pernambuco, 


PRINTING 
Neatly executed at this Office. 
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